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The Litany of the Sea
Imam Abu al-Hasan al-Shadhili

Bismi Llahi r-Rahmani r-Rahim.

In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
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Ya Allahu, ya ‘Aliyyu, ya ‘Azimu, ya Halimu, ya “‘Alimu, anta Rabbi wa-‘ilmuka hasbi, fa-ni‘ma r-Rabbu
Rabbi wa-ni‘ma I-hasbu hasbi, tansuru man tasha'u wa-anta 1-‘Azizu r-Rahim.

1. O Allah, O Most High, O Magnificent, O Forbearing, O All-Knowing, You are my Lord, and Your
knowledge is sufficient for me. How excellent is the Lord, my Lord, and how excellent is the sufficiency, my
sufficiency. You grant victory to whom You will, and You are the Almighty, the Most Merciful.
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Nas'aluka I-‘ismata f1 I-harakati wa-s-sakanati wa-l-kalimati wa-1-iradati wa-l-khatarati mina sh-

\o

shukiiki wa-z-zuniini wa-l-awhami s-satirati li-l-quliibi ‘an mutala“ati I-ghuytb.

2. We ask You for protection in our movements and stillness, our words, intentions, and passing thoughts,
from doubts, suspicions, and illusions that veil the hearts from beholding the unseen.
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Fa-gadi {btuliya I-mu'mintna wa-zulzilt zilzalan shadidan, wa-idh yaqulu I-munafiqina wa-1ladhina fi
qulubihim maradun ma wa‘adana Llahu wa-rastluhu illa ghurtra).

3. For indeed, “the believers were put to the test and shaken severely. Recall when the hypocrites and those
whose hearts were diseased said, ‘Allah and His Messenger promised us nothing but delusion.” (33:11—12)
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Fa-thabbitna wa-nsurna wa-sakhkhir lana hadha I-bahra kama sakhkharta I-bahra li-Miisa, wa-
sakhkharta n-nara li-Ibrahima, wa-sakhkharta l-jibala wa-l-hadida li-Dawtida, wa-sakhkharta r-ritha
wa-sh-shayatina wa-1-jinna li-Sulayman.

4. So make us steadfast, grant us victory, and subject this sea to us just as You subjected the sea to Musa,
subjected the fire to Ibrahim, subjected the mountains and the iron to Dawud, and subjected the wind, the
devils, and the jinn to Sulayman.

%géigéjﬁ:g; L%;wﬁu : % N\J;’,;L;m\

Wa-sakhkhir lana kulla bahrin huwa laka fi I-ardi wa-s-sama'i wa-l-mulki wa-1-malakiti, wa-bahra d-
dunya wa-bahra l-akhirati, wa-sakhkhir lana kulla shay'in, ya man bi-yadihi malakutu kulli shay'.

5. And subject to us every sea that belongs to You in the earth, the heaven, the dominion, and the unseen
kingdom, the sea of this world and the sea of the Hereafter. Subject all things to us, O You in Whose hand is
the dominion of all things.
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¢Kaf Ha Ya ‘Ayn Sad). (3x)

6. Kaf Ha Ya Ayn Sad. (19:1) (3x)
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Unsurna fa-innaka khayru n-nasirina, wa-ftah lana fa-innaka khayru I-fatihina, wa-ghfir lana fa-innaka
khayru I-ghafirina, wa-rhamna fa-innaka khayru r-rahimina, wa-rzuqgna fa-innaka khayru r-raziqina,
wa-hdina wa-najjina mina I-qawmi z-zalimin.

7. Grant us victory, for You are the best of those who grant victory. Grant us an opening, for You are the best
of those who grant openings. Forgive us, for You are the best of those who forgive. Have mercy upon us, for

You are the best of those who show mercy. Provide for us, for You are the best of providers. Guide us and
save us from the wrongdoing people.
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Wa-hab lana rihan tayyibatan kama hiya fi ‘ilmika, wa-nshurha ‘alayna min khaza'ini rahmatika, wa-
hmilna biha hamla I-karamati ma‘a s-salamati wa-I-‘afiyati fi d-dini wa-d-dunya wa-1-akhirati, innaka
‘ala kulli shay'in Qadir.

8. Grant us a good and favourable wind, as it is in Your knowledge, and spread it over us from the treasuries

of Your mercy. Carry us by means of it with a conveyance of honour, together with safety and well-being in
our religion, this world, and the Hereafter. Indeed, You are over all things All-Powerful.
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Allahumma yassir lana umirana ma‘a r-rahati li-quliibina wa-abdanina wa-s-salamati wa-1-‘afiyati fi
dinina wa-dunyana, wa-kun lana sahiban fi safarina wa-khalifatan fi ahlina, wa-tmis ‘ala wujuhi
a‘da'ina wa-msakhhum ‘ala makanatihim fala yastati‘iina I-mudiyya wa-la I-maji'a ilayna.
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9. O Allah, make our affairs easy for us, together with comfort for our hearts and bodies, and safety and
well-being in our religion and worldly life. Be our companion on our journey and our guardian over our
families. Obliterate the faces of our enemies and transform them where they stand, so that they are unable
to proceed or come towards us.

QE_\

M%%%% %ﬁ&mgﬁﬁm@ﬁ%%
{8 Opnes V5 Ll B0 LG e 2o

{Wa-law nasha'u la-tamasna ‘ala a‘yunihim fa-stabaqu s-sirata fa-anna yubsirtina, wa-law nasha'u la-
masakhnahum ‘ala makanatihim fa-ma stata“d mudiyyan wa-1a yarji‘an).

10. “And if We willed, We could obliterate their sight. They would then race towards the path, but how could
they see? If We willed, We could transform them where they stood, leaving them unable to move forward or
return.” (36:66—67)
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¢Ya Sin, wa-1-Qur'ani I-hakimi, innaka la-mina I-mursalina, ‘ala siratin mustaqimin, tanzila 1-‘Azizi r-
Rahimi, li-tundhira gawman ma undhira aba'uhum fa-hum ghafilina, la-qad haqqa 1-qawlu ‘ala
aktharihim fa-hum la yu'mintiina, inna ja‘alna fi a‘naqihim aghlalan fa-hiya ila I-adhqani fa-hum

mugmahiina, wa-ja‘alna min bayni aydihim saddan wa-min khalfihim saddan fa-aghshaynahum fa-

hum 1a yubsiran).

11. “Ya Sin. By the wise Qur’an, you are indeed among the Messengers, upon a straight path. This is a
revelation from the Almighty, the Most Merciful, so that you may warn a people whose forefathers were not
warned, and who are therefore heedless. The decree has already taken effect against most of them, so they
do not believe. We have placed shackles around their necks, reaching their chins, so their heads are held
aloft. We have set a barrier before them and a barrier behind them, and covered them so that they cannot
see.” (36:1—9)
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Shahati I-wujiih. (3x)

12. May the faces be disfigured! (3x)
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{Wa-‘anati I-wujthu li-1-Hayyi 1-Qayytumi wa-qad khaba man hamala zulma).

13. “All faces shall be humbled before the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. Whoever bears the burden of
wrongdoing will have failed.” (20:111)
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Ta Sin, Ha Mim, ‘Ayn Sin Qaf.

14. Ta Sin. Ha Mim. Ayn Sin Qaf. (27:1, 42:1—2)
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{Maraja l-bahrayni yaltaqiyani, baynahuma barzakhun 1a yabghiyan).

15. “He has let the two seas flow, meeting one another. Between them lies a barrier that neither oversteps.”
(55:19—20)
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Ha Mim. (7x)

16. Ha Mim. (7x)
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Humma l-amru, wa-ja'a n-nasru fa-‘alayna la yunsarun.

17. The matter has been decreed and victory has come, so they shall not prevail over us.
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¢Ha Mim, tanzilu 1-kitabi mina Llahi 1-‘Azizi 1-‘Alimi, Ghafiri dh-dhanbi wa-Qabili t-tawbi Shadidi 1-
‘iqabi Dhi t-tawli 1a ilaha illa huwa ilayhi lI-masir).

18. “Ha Mim. The Book is sent down from Allah, the Almighty, the All-Knowing, the Forgiver of sin, the
Accepter of repentance, severe in punishment, the Possessor of bounty. There is no god but Him. To Him is
the return.” (40:1-3)
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Bismi L1ahi babuna.

19. Bismillah is our door.

P IRy AN e
8 Sl IS
Tabaraka hitanuna.

20. Tabaraka forms our walls.
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Ya Sin saqgfuna.

21. Ya Sin is our roof.
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Kaf Ha Ya ‘Ayn Sad kifayatuna.

22. Kaf Ha Ya Ayn Sad is our sufficiency.
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Ha Mim ‘Ayn Sin Qaf himayatuna.

23. Ha Mim Ayn Sin Qaf is our protection.
6
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{Fa-sayakfikahumu Llahu wa-huwa s-Sami‘u 1-‘AlimJ. (3x)

24. “Allah will be sufficient to protect you against them. He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.” (2:137)
(3%)
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Sitru I-“arshi masbiilun ‘alayna, wa-‘aynu Llahi naziratun ilayna, bi-hawli Llahi la yugdaru ‘alayna.

25. The covering of the Throne is spread over us, the eye of Allah watches over us, and by the power of Allah
none can OvVerpower us.
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{Wa-Llahu min wara'ihim Muhitun, bal huwa Qur'anun majidun, fi lawhin mahfiz).

26. “But Allah encompasses them from behind. Indeed, this is a glorious Qur’an, in a Preserved Tablet.”
(85:20-22)
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¢Fa-Llahu khayrun Hafizan wa-huwa Arhamu r-rahiminj. (3x)

27. “But Allah is the best Guardian, and He is the Most Merciful of all who show mercy.” (12:64) (3x)
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{Inna Waliyyiya Llahu lladhi nazzala l-kitaba wa-huwa yatawalla s-salihiny. (3x)

28. “Indeed, my Protector is Allah, Who sent down the Book. He takes the righteous into His care.” (7:196)
(3x)
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{Hasbiya Llahu la ilaha illa huwa “alayhi tawakkaltu wa-huwa Rabbu I-‘arshi 1-‘azimj. (3x)

29. “Allah is enough for me. There is no deity except Him. In Him I place my trust, and He is Lord of the
Mighty Throne.” (9:129) (3x)

Bismi Llahi lladhi la yadurru ma‘a smihi shay'un fi l-ardi wa-1a f1 s-sama'i wa-huwa s-Sami‘u I-‘Alim.

(3x)

30. In the name of Allah, with Whose name nothing on earth or in heaven can cause harm, and He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. (3x)
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A*idhu bi-kalimati Llahi t-tammati min sharri ma khalag. (3x)

31. I seek refuge in the perfect words of Allah from the evil of what He has created. (3x)
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Wa-la hawla wa-la quwwata illa bi-Llahi 1-‘Aliyyi 1-°“Azim. (3x)

32. And there is no power and no strength except through Allah, the Most High, the Magnificent. (3x)
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Wa-salla Llahu ‘ala sayyidina Muhammadin wa-‘ala alihi wa-sahbihi wa-sallam.

33. And may Allah send prayers and peace upon our master Muhammad, and upon his Family and
Companions.
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